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of closely joined bark; but, because they could not
place them with safety over the flames, they devised
the following way of cooking meat: They cast a
large number of flint stones into the fire until they
had become red-hot. Then they would drop these
hot stones one after another into a vessel full of cold
water and meat. In this manner the water was
heated and the meat cooked more quickly and more
easily than one would suppose. For wiping their
hands they use the shaggy back of a dog, also pow-
der of rotten wood. The last-named is used by
mothers, in the place of wash-cloths, to clean the
dirt from their infants; it is also used as a mattress
to support the weary body. They do not cleanse
their cooking utensils. The more they are covered
with thick grease, so much the better are they, in
their judgment. They consider it disgraceful and
arrogant to walk while conversing. They dislike
the odor of musk, and consider it a downright pest
in comparison with a piece of rancid meat or moldy
fat.

There are six hundred matters of this sort in which
their customs differ very widely from those of Euro-
peans; but they are less removed from the faults of
the latter, and either equal or excel them. They
have received stimulants of the appetite, and drinks
hostile to a good and sound mind, from European
traders, who think much of profit, even when tainted
with the disgrace of a wicked traffic. They continue
to exist so long as they have anything to eat; they
store up nothing for to-morrow, or for the winter;
nor do they greatly dread famine, because they are
confident of their ability to bear it for a long time.
In feasts it is the rule, by general consent and cus-
tom of the race, that all the food shall be consumed.



